
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CONFIDENTIAL DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION 
 

      This disclosure is confidential and does not constitute a public disclosure that would require the inventor(s) to file a patent 
application within one year to prevent losing any potential patent rights.  This disclosure may further serve as a record of the 
invention to assist in proving inventorship of the material included in the disclosure and date of invention at least as of the date 
the disclosure is confidentially submitted to the Enterprise Institute. 
 
First Inventor__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   First   Middle   Last 
 

Street Address___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City________________________________________________________ State_________________ Zip Code______________ 
 
Work Telephone (_____)______________ Home Telephone (_____)________________ FAX (_____)____________________  
 
Alternate Telephone (_____)_______________________ E-mail __________________________________________________ 
 

Country of Citizenship________________________________________ 
 

 
Second Inventor_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
   First   Middle   Last 
 

Street Address___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City_______________________________________________ State____________ Zip Code____________________________ 
 
Work Telephone (_____)______________ Home Telephone (_____)________________ FAX (_____)____________________  
 
Alternate Telephone (_____)_______________________ E-mail __________________________________________________ 
 

Country of Citizenship________________________________________  
 

 
Please provide the above information for any additional inventors if necessary. 

 
 
Date Invention Conceived _____________   Have you offered the invention for sale or disclosed it to the public?____________  
 
Has a prototype been made? ________ If so, when and by whom? __________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you pursued a patent search on this invention? _______  Have you pursued a patent application for this invention? _______   
 
If yes, please provide additional information found in the patent search, e.g. prior art patents, and/or a copy of the patent application. 
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DRAWINGS 
 
In most cases, drawings must be combined with the written description to properly understand the entirety of the invention.  It 
is very important to fully disclose all details of your invention to fully utilize the advantages of this confidential disclosure and 
record of invention.  Therefore, please take the time to insure all details are represented in both writing and drawings, sketches 
or pictures.  The space below has been provided but please attach extra sheets as needed.  When deciding what drawings 
should be included, please consider including the following: 
1) The invention in use including showing the surrounding environment as the invention is being used.  
2) Separate sketches to show the top, bottom, left side, right side, front and back of the invention. 
3) Detailed, close up, or exploded views of the most important parts and those parts you consider the most unique or new. 
4) Labels for the significant parts, using the same names that are used in the written description to prevent confusion. 
5) Descriptions on the drawings of how the parts interact with or connect to each other. 
6) Drawings of possible variations or modifications including views showing changes in the interaction of parts required for 
the modification. 
7) Digital photos, mechanical drawings, videotapes, and/or other visual media showing the invention. 

 
DRAWING SHEET 

 

02/2007 
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WRITTEN DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION 
 
 Please answer the following questions and include any additional information you feel is necessary to convey 
how your invention works, unique features, advantages over other products that solve the same general problem or 
serve the same general purpose, who you expect to use the invention, and what problems the invention solves.  Attach 
additional sheets as needed. 
 
1. What problem does the invention solve, i.e. why did you conceive the invention?  ___________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. How does your invention work to solve the above problem? _____________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
3. Using a list of steps from first to last, how is the invention used? ________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Using a list of steps from first to last, how is the invention made? ________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
5. What features make this invention unique compared to other products? ____________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
6. Who do you expect to use the invention? ____________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
7. It is often helpful to make direct comparisons to other products when demonstrating the unique features of an 
invention. You may wish to include information, particularly patent numbers, of any potentially competing 
products you believe may be relevant. Please indicate here if you are attaching information on a potentially 
competing product.  Also, wherever necessary, please clearly label to show what is your invention and what is the 
competing product.  Are you submitting information on a competing product with this disclosure?  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
8. This Confidential Disclosure of Information Form was first submitted to the Enterprise Institute on 
 
     _____________________________________, 20________. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF SERVICES TO BE PROVIDED 

 

I, __________________________________________, first original inventor, being duly sworn, upon oath depose 
and state that I believe myself to be an original inventor of the device and/or ornamentality of the invention 
described herein, and that all dates and statements made herein are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.  
 

_________________________________________________ 
(Signature of first original inventor) 
 
I, __________________________________________, second original inventor, being duly sworn, upon oath 
depose and state that I believe myself to be an original inventor of the device and/or ornamentality of the invention 
described herein, and that all dates and statements made herein are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.  

_________________________________________________ 
(Signature of second original inventor) 
 

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 
 

In consideration of the disclosure to the Enterprise Institute of CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION, the Enterprise 
Institute agrees to treat CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION in confidence and to undertake the following 
additional obligations with respect thereto:  
(a) to use CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION for the sole purpose of conducting a patent search as  
      directed by the inventor, and 
(b) not to disclose CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION outside of the Enterprise Institute except 
      for disclosure to a patent law firm to provide services as elected by the inventor(s) above. 
 
Enterprise Institute 
 
 
___________________________________ 
 

for the Enterprise Institute 

Enterprise Institute 
815 Medary Avenue 

Suite 201 
Brookings, SD  57006 
Phone: 605-697-5015 

info@sdei.org 


